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Scotland

Subject: TLC Faith and their celebrants.

FOI reference: FOI/17/01521
Date received: 30 June 2017
Date responded: 21 July 2017

Information requested:
Information about the TLC Faith and its celebrants.

NRS Response:
Most of the information requested relates to the relevant statutory provisions and

policies and practice of NRS rather than being information that we hold. We have
sought to answer these questions in full whether or not we hold relevant information
on those points.

1. “How can the TLC Faith be considered a faith when there is absolutely no
information available about them or their beliefs anywhere?”

Applications for temporary authorisation to solemnise marriage in Scotland can be
made by religious or belief bodies for one of their members or by members
themselves. Temporary authorisation can be for a specified marriage (section
12(1)(a) of the Marriage (Scotland) Act 1977(“1977 Act”)) or for a specified period
(section 12(1)(b) of the 1977 Act).

“Religious or belief body” means an organised group of people—

(a) which meets regularly for religious worship; or

(b) the principal object (or one of the principal objects) of which is to uphold or
promote philosophical beliefs and which meets regularly for that purpose (section 26
of the 1977 Act).

TLC Faith’s statement of beliefs was initially supplied to National Records of
Scotland (NRS) in an application package, and formed part of the material we
assessed as part of considering their application for authorisation. | have attached a
copy of the statement they supplied to NRS. TLC Faith state explicitly that they aim
to further understanding of their beliefs through word of mouth, rather than via social
media. In authorising religious and belief bodies to solemnise marriages in Scotland,
we assess (as above) whether they are a legitimate body upholding their
philosophical or religious beliefs, have a constitution, office bearers and so on, but
do not require any body to lay out those beliefs in any particular way, or direct how
they must be communicated to potential members of that body.

2. “The TLC celebrants have no information available online regarding this. In fact

they don't even have a website so where is this documented that this is what they
are following?”
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There is no requirement for a religious or belief body to make information available
online for the purposes of its members being temporarily authorized to solemnise
marriage in Scotland.

NRS must, in registering celebrants and temporarily authorising celebrants, be
satisfied that they are (and continue to be) fit and proper persons to solemnise
marriage in Scotland. NRS will act on evidence showing that celebrants, once
authorised, have not upheld the standards the Registrar General expects of
someone authorised to solemnise marriages in Scotland. Temporary authorisation
can be removed, and is not a guarantee of ongoing authorisation.

3. “Is TLC the sponsoring religious or belief body that is affiliated with the celebrants
or are TLC sponsored by another religious/ belief body?”

Yes — celebrants for TLC Faith are affiliated with that body, and authorised on that
basis.

4. “If celebrants are temporarily authorised to conduct weddings- how long does this
temporary authorisation last for? They seem to be carrying out several weddings
each week.”

Celebrants temporarily authorised under section 12 of the Marriage (Scotland) Act
1977 are authorised either to solemnise a marriage or marriages specified in the
authorisation or marriages during such period as is specified in the

authorisation. Where celebrants have successfully carried out weddings over a
period of time under this arrangement, we may work with the body the celebrant is
affiliated with, with a view to registering the celebrant as empowered to solemnise
marriage for a period of up to 3 years under section 9 of the 1977 Act. Some bodies
— such as Humanist Society Scotland — following such a longer-term period of
authorisation — have chosen to apply to Scottish Government to become a
prescribed body, which enables them to nominate a list of celebrants to the Registrar
General to be registered to solemnise marriages during a specified period.



1.1

TLC FAITH - STATEMENT OF FATTH

The Church of TLC Faith was set vp in March 2009, by Pastor Christing Lyons.

TLCE

ALTLC Faith we believe that through our Tender Loving Care we have the ahility
to reach peaple, to touch their lives, and therefore make a difference. By doing
s0 we helieve we can help male the world a better place for everyone

We believe that by adhering to this, and through owr charitable and volunteermg
work, our spirifual rewards and reaped here on eanth, in owr lives now, and in
whatever clse may follow,
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TLC Faith fveloomes members from all other fuiths and belicfs. J
th:l:mk__ﬁ-mﬁ'm_ifﬂnuglﬂ, expression of thought, within the framework of the
TLE Faith Belief and Value system, atlowing members to express and share their own
religions belicfs with others, through our open discussion periods,

We accept death as an inevitable part of ife and, if we have followed TLC Faith core
value system to the best of their ability, and passed this wisdom on to others, then we
can, with 2 clear comsctence, be ready fo face whatever may or not be shead of us.

At TLC Faith we believe noone knows for certain what death will bring.  And without
physical evidence of what this s, we will not speculate on what this may or may not
be. We will simply be ceady to cabwace it Howewver, 5 we seloome members from
other faiths, they are free to continoe with their own beliefs regarding death

VALTE SYSTEM

Basically TLC TFaith’s Value System is twofold, and this 15 reinforced in various ways
throughot our services.

F .

It emphasises that everyone shonld keow the differcece botwoen nght and wiong,
sccopting that everyone is sccountable for their actions — and thet each sction has
cither a positive or negative consequente.  This is based on Respect,  Paramount is
respect for oursclves, for ofbers and for the environment,

We believe that by helping others less fortunate than ourselves, though volutesring
and charity work, will indecd help ws to feel better about ourselvis and make os beller

peaple.

We also encourage prayer times within our services - although these will be silent to
cater for the differced religious beliefs of our members,

There are seversl phases in our lives wiich TLC can influence:



THE FOUNDATION PHASE

Children born o parents of TLC Faith will be loved, protected and guided By parents
introducing them to the differences befwesn right and wrong froem @ vory yoong sge. TLO
Faith encourages parents to develop simple boundaries for their children, even as toddlers.
We heligve That they have the mteligence B know what is expected of the, s bailding
the foundations of tenching them Respect. They are taught fo respect their parents, their
siblings, peers, and somoondmy environment.  Af other TLC Farth mombers will offer their
support and advice and pwents are actively encoursped to seck this during our weekly
services, We will also offer silent prayers {to respect member™s different religious heliefs)
for afl children, Childres will be made very welcome at oue seevices, and  we also offer a2
separate oréche facility for the very young, '

THE ELEMENTARY PHASE

This is the tramsitionsl phase from childbood to adulthood. Again building upon, and
reinforcing, Respecl, Respect for opessif s esseatinl during these diffioult years. Respect for
family, peers, elders and the importance of developing relationships using the model of the
T1C Fafth vabe system,

THE INTERMEDMATE PIASE

in adulibood, maininney Grd sussTeng volatonsinps, it o e cone valee of Respect,
Leading by example: being the best they can be. Realising thut there are others Tess fortunate
than ourselves, and through actively helping these people, makes ws feel better about
oursalves and reap our spiritual rewards,

We therefore encourage members of this age proup to take responsibility for their own
destiny, although there are designated Flders who will orpanise specific vohmtesring tasks
within the local compumity,

This brings us to the heart of TLC Faith. The way to complete fulfilment is to kelp others in
way whicli way is messingful to each of us. This could mean Formatly volunteesing Bme and
cffort within & community charity based progect, or i could be informally helping, or
befiendmp an olderty maphiowr or vulmersdde porson. At onr weckly services we will
disciss various projocts and the goodness we acguine, from being and doing good.  This will
have the knock on effect of inspiring otfer members to follow suit.

THE ADVANCED PHASE

“This refers full eirele back o our core value system, Respect for the efderly is paramonnt to
TLC Faith. We must mespect our elderly parents, snd we encourage our members fo
volunteer, to *befriend"/adopt clderly people Iving alone in their commuonity.  We believe
that mo one should be alone in this advanced phese in life, and that as our chorch membership
proaws, then the numbes of lonely elderly people living in our communily will diminish. We
Irave airendy received refermis and been aferfed 4o voinerabls eideriy and paired them with
our volanteer members.



THE TRANSITIONAL PHASE

This rafiers to dying and death, TLC Faith members do not have to surrender any of their
personal religions beliefs they have regarding death — they ave free to continue with those,
We do, however, offer an alternate pesspective which many of our members choose to
fiollow. W accept death as an incvitsble part of Tl and, i we have followsd TLC Faith coms
valug gystem 1o the best of their ability, and passed this wisdem on to others, then we can,
with a clear conscience, be ready o face whatever may or not be ahead of ws, Woonz Enows
what that will be until the point of desth, And without physical evidence of what this is, we
will not speculate on what this may or may not be. We will simply be ready to embrace it.

1.2 THE AIMS AND OBJECTIVES OF TLC FAITH

These can beat be summarised in the table below.

| PHASE [ AM | __ OBJECTIVES (Reasons)
=T support parents -Ti enzhle them to infrodoce Bespeet to their children
Foundwtion | <To offér advice to pavents “To inteoduce the concept of simple boundaries to
voung chiidees.
=T start to teach them the difference botwoen right
Tlemettary | =To huild Respect for “Tor enahle thioon o start fonging refationships usimg
oueself, peers, elders and TLL Faith Core valua system
fieir environment = To Tened By excaople ) o
Intenmedisle | -Maiotain relationafips butlt | -To casble members te be the best they can be,
en TEC Frdth valoe spsteny A becoroe role models
=encoutaps members fo {0 hely others Tess fortunate
~gacoumpe members to take | things for others
respongibility fior thelr own
destimny o F
Auvanoed o imdpente the lves of e ¢ by spplyine TLC Covs valnes of Respord & ke
elderly - Yilkoe waster for the eldedy
4o volumteer o befifend the lenely med vilnerabbs
elderly i the commminity and ag the membership of -
-TLLL Bpith: grows the merehor of ihe lonshy and
wulnerabls in the community will diminigh

1.3 DETAILS OF APPOINTMENT OF OIFICE BEARERS
At TLC Faith Office Bearers arc refermed to as Elders.

Elders are elected as per TLC Faith Constitution.  Each candidate must be nominated and be
seconded in osder to proceed to tlie elections in March of cach year. Al candideles will be
given an opporfunity to addness the membars af services — cutlining previons experiences and
wit they can brimg o the pests. W beliew: that fizere is a0 moed for g specifie Post Posithon
Descriptions®. TLC Faith is a church which is confinuing fo cvolve, and providing all
[ candidaies adopt he core valie and beliel system of Respect and helping others, they will be 1




allowed to proceed to the election.  In March 2012, because of the increasing membership
numbers, the number of Elders were increased to 8. This was a decision teken by the Pastor

and Elders from the previous year,

The election process was designed to be simple — Each member was given 3 cards of
different cotours and cach card had & different poimts valee, At the ond of the sorvico,
membsrs woald put these cards in eavelopes with the candidate’s name. It was acceptable
that alf three cards cowid be placed In one candidates coveiope or split between throe.
Candidates with the most points would then be elected.

Al o meeting chaired by the Pastor, £l pew & Elders will then discuss the various posts eg
Creche Co-ordinator, Youth Co-ordinator, Membership Coordinator, Funersl Coordinator,
Volusteer Cocrdinator, Vomue Coordinator, and two other “Floating Elders’ to add expertise
as and where required.  Elders will then be nominated, seconded and position carried. In the
e oo Tt Wi ovee omiines, o per TLO Foith Comstitulion, When the card syutem will be
tsoc,

In the evead thal an Bliler wesigns, then o “Floating Blder” will lake forvand that pasilion on a
temporary basis until & new election can be amanged,

There is already ons Depute Pastor who has been appointed and trained by the Pastor. T
other Tmines Fastors have been recmuited m the past year to cope with the demand for TLC
Faith Funeral Services in the conmumity.

4 DET. OF MEMBERSHIP AND MEETINGS

Membership numbers bave grown quickly since the fonmation of the Church of TLC Faith in
March 2000, On averape we have belween 55 and 70 membars allending our weekly
seIvices.

&  Thera is no joining fee or forms for new members to complete. As part of the TT.C
[ Frith Constitutine:, members come to our chunch services becanse they want to, not

‘ because they feel oblipated to, or that they are bound by financial ebligations or
COTRImEETS.

» Mo fezs ane involyed, There is oo weekly collection either, although members are
encouraged to make donations to charities of their choice oulwith our weekly
services. Shondd Gy wish fo cipasize fandraises activities » o social faeciions,
then the individuats crpenizing such everts will be responzible for any monizs maised
and alocations of soch fonds, TEC Faith iz not affitiated to one partivolar charity,

= Services take place on a weckly basis. Tlders are clected and @ is their duty to
organise meeting places, These places vary — from having services in member’s
homes, commumity vermes. .. and in the summer we have wacd outdoor venes as
well. Venues are booked 6 weeks in advance and all members infonmed. Again no
fees are fmvolved. (AT the polnt of writing, becaose vor mumbers are growing, we arc
actively secking premises 10 use on o regular basis ),



*  Agcording to TLC Faith Constitation there is a Code of Conduct which members are
expected by Folfowy. IF in the mre event, any member brings this into disrepute, they
will be asked to lesve immediataly, as per written into the Code of Conduct. There is
also & witttzn Appesis procedure which can be folloned.

1.5 COrY OF PROPOSED MARRIAGE CEREMONY

A copy of the service is attached as Appendix A

1.6 FULL NAME AND DESIGNATION OF PASTOR

“This is Christing Barbara Lyons, Pastor, TLC FAITH

17 LETTERS FROM TWO OFFICE BEARERS FROM TLC FATTH

These are attached a3 Appendices B and C

L& TEHE FULL NAMES OF THE COUPLE, THE DATE AND FILACE OF
THE MARRIAGE

The names of the couple are AR EEEEEEENGEGGGG—_

The dates of fhe Marriage is W cbroary 2013

‘The place of the marriage is GG




