
List of the Old Parish Registers  Shetland 

 
OPR  

 SHETLAND 
  
 1. BRESSAY; BURRA AND QUARFF 

 
1/1 Bressay 

B 1737-1820 
 
M 1765-1821 

 
D 1786-1820 

 Burra and Quarff 
B 1755-1835 

 
M - 

 
D - 

 Bressay 
B 1820-54 

 
M 1820-54 

 
D 1820-49 

1/3 Burra 
B 1820-54 

 
M 1820-50 

 
D 1820-43 

 Quarff 
B 1793-54 

 
M 1830-55 

 
D 1830-49 

    
    
 2. DELTING 

 
  

2/1 B 1751-1819 M 1751-1820 D - 
2/2 B 1820-55 M 1820-55 D - 

  
  
 3. DUNROSSNESS; SANDWICK AND CUNNINGSBURGH; FAIR ISLE 

 
3/1 

 
Dunrossness* 
B 1753-1820 

 
M 1753-1819 

 
D - 

3/2 Sandwick and Cunningsburgh 
 B 1731-1819 M 1730-1819 D - 
 Fair Isle 

B 1767-1839 
 
M 1789-1826 

 
D - 

3/3 Dunrossness* 
B 1820-1854 

 
M 1820-1854 

 
D - 

3/4 Sandwick and Cunningsburgh; Fair Isle 
 B 1819-54 M 1820-54 D - 
  
 See library reference MT 001.001 for transcript of Dunrossness B 1795-

1854 allegedly made from the OPR but which contains some entries not in 
the OPR 

  
 4. FETLAR AND NORTH YELL* 

 
4/1 Fetlar 

B 1754-1820 
 
M 1802-20 

 
D 1803 

 North Yell 
B 1787-1819 

 
M 1785-1819 

 
D - 

4/2 Fetlar   
 B 1820-54  M 1820-54 D 1821-54 
    
 * See Appendix 1 under reference CH2/151 
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4/3 North Yell   

 B 1820-54 M 1816-54 D - 
    
    
    
 5. LERWICK 

 
  

5/1 B 1728-1819 M 1706-1819 D 1751-1819 
5/2 B 1819-54 M 1820-54 D 1820-54 

RNE  
  
  
 6. MID AND SOUTH YELL 

 
6/1 

 
Mid Yell 
B 1717-1836 

 
M 1800-20 

 
B 1740 

 South Yell 
B 1730-72 

 
M 1730-83 

 
D - 

6/2 Mid and South Yell 
B 1771-1854 

 
M 1820-54 

 
D 1833-1866 

  
  
 7. NESTING; LUNNASTING; WHALSAY AND SKERRIES 

 
7/1 Nesting 

B 1760-1831 
 
M - 

 
D - 

 Lunnasting 
B 1781-1819 

 
M 1795-1819 

 
D 1802-22 

 Whalsay and Skerries 
B 1787-1819 

 
M 1787-1819 

 
D 1787-1819 

7/2 Nesting 
B 1820-54 

 
M 1828-54 

 
D - 

7/3 Lunnasting 
B 1820-54 

 
M 1819-54 

 
D 1820-36 

7/4 Whalsay and Skerries 
B 1820-55 

 
M 1818-54 

 
D 1817-24 

    
    
 8. NORTHMAVINE 

 
  

8/1 B 1758-1820 M 1788-1821 D - 
8/2 B 1820-54 M 1820-54 D 1854 

  
  
 9. SANDSTING AND AITHSTING 

 
9/1 B 1733-1821 M 1733-1819 D 1733-75 
9/2 B 1820-54 M 1818-54 D - 
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 10. TINGWALL; WHITENESS AND WEISDALE 

 
10/1 Tingwall 

B1709-1821 
 
M 1695-1819 

 
D 1740-87 

 Whiteness and Weisdale  
 B 1727-63 M 1728-65 D - 
 Tingwall; Whiteness and Weisdale 

10/2* B 1820-54 M 1819-56 D - 
  
 Contains index to B and M 1722-1862 

This index is to a "Family Register" contained in OPR 10/2, drawing 
information on B and M into family groups.  The index lists surnames and 
names of those born and married.  The surnames are arranged according 
to alphabetical order of the initial letter only. 

 * Repaired original volume now in two parts 10/2A and 10/2B 
 

    
 11. UNST 

 
  

11/1 B 1776-1820 M 1797-1819 D - 
11/2 B 1820-55 M 1819-54 D 1833-55 
11/3 B 1776-1854 (copy) M 1797-1859 (copy) D - 

  
 See library reference SH 015.000.78 for alphabetically-arranged 

transcription of Unst  M 1797-1863. 
  
  
 12. WALLS; SANDNESS; PAPA STOUR; FOULA 

 
12/1 Foula 

B 1783-1819 and 1826-
1854 

 
M 1824-1843 

 
D - 

 Walls   
12/1 B 1771-1819 M 1780-1820 D 1772-1820 
12/2 B 1820-54 M 1820-55 D 1818-54 

 
12/3 Sandness   

 
12/1 

B 1815-54 
B 1787-1819 

M 1814-54 
M 1790-1819 

D - 
D 1790-1829 

12/4 Papa Stour   
 

12/1 
B 1820-54 
B 1772-1820 

M 1820-62 
M 1773-1800 
 1820-1828 

D - 
D - 

  
 * See Appendix 1 under reference CH2/380 
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 ORKNEY   
    
 13. BIRSAY 

 
  

13/1 B 1645-1820* M 1654-1822 D - 
13/2 B 1820-54 M 1820-54  

    
    
 14. DEERNESS 

 
14/1 B 1754-1819* M 1703-1811 D 1703-15, 1787-94 
14/2 B 1819-55 M - D - 

   
 * Contains index to B 1767 - ? 

 The terminal date of the period covered by the index is not clear. 
Forenames are given first, followed by surnames.  Forenames are 
arranged according to alphabetical order of the initial letter only. 

   
   
 15. EDAY AND PHARAY 

 
15/1 B 1789-1819 M - D - 
15/2 B 1819-54 M 1821-54 D - 

    
    
 16. EVIE AND RENDALL 

 
 

16/1 B 1725-1820 M 1725-1821 D 1816-19 
16/2 B 1820-54 M 1820-55 D 1820-36 

    
    
 17. FIRTH AND STENNES 

 
 

17/1 Stennes 
B 1732-1819 

 
M 1732-1819 

 
D 1746-1819 

 Firth 
B 1732-1821 

 
M 1732-1819 

 
D - 

17/2 Stennes * 
B 1819-54 

 
M 1818-54 

 
D 1820-54 

 Firth 
B 1820-54 

 
M 1820-54 

 
D - 

17/3 Index of B to above 2 volumes  
RNE    

 * Includes list of male heads of families in communion with the 
Established church, November 1837 and July 1840. 
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 18. HARRAY 

 
  

18/1 B 1776-1820 M 1784-1819 D 1810-19 * 
18/2 B 1820-54 M 1817-54 D 1820-54 
RNE  

* From cash account book 
  
 19. HOLM AND PAPLAY 

 
 

19/1 B 1654-1819 M 1654-1699 D 1765-1796 
19/2 D 1818-54 M - D - 

    
 20. HOY AND GRAEMSAY 

 
 

20/1 Hoy   
 B 1776-1819 M 1812-19 D - 
 Graemsay 

B 1777-1820 
 
M 1796-1819 

 
D - 

20/2 Hoy * 
B 1819-54 

 
M 1812-54 

 
D - 

 Graemsay 
B 1820-54 

 
M 1816-52 

 
D - 

    
 * One baptism for year 1774 
    
 21. KIRKWALL 

 
  

21/1 B 1657-1728 M - D - 
21/2 B 1728-83* M - D - 
21/3 B 1775-1820# M - D - 
21/4 B - M 1657-1820φ D - 
21/5 B - M - D 1666-1820 
21/6 B 1820-54† M - D - 
21/7 B - M 1820-54φ D 1820-53 

    
 * Contains index to  

 B 1728-1749 
 
# Contains index to 
 B 1793-1815 
 
 
 
† Contains index to 
 B 1799-1815 
 

Forenames followed by surnames.  Forenames are arranged 
according to alphabetical order of the initial letter only. 
 
Surnames followed by Forenames.  Surnames are arranged 
according to alphabetical order of the initial letter only.  The index 
is followed by an incomplete index of 3 pages relating to a few 
entries for 1815-1817.  See also next item. 
 
This is a continuation of the index to B in OPR 21/3.  Surnames 
are arranged alphabetically by initial letter only, followed by 
Forenames. 
 

 φ Contains index to 
 M 1804-1817 
 

This is an index to the Proclamations of Marriage contained at 
the end of OPR 21/4.  The bridegroom's surname is given first, 
followed by the bride's surname.  Bridegrooms' surnames are 
arranged alphabetically by initial letter only. 
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 22. NORTH RONALDSAY 

 
 

22/1 B 1800-20 M - D - 
22/2 B 1820-54 M 1819-54 D - 

 B 1759 onwards in Cross and Burness (OPR 26/1) 
    
    
 23. ORPHIR 

 
  

23/1 B 1709-1819 M 1709-1819 D 1817-19 
23/2 B 1819-54 M 1819-54 D 1819-54 

    
    
 24. ROUSAY 

 
  

24/1 B 1733-1820 M 1733-1819 D - 
24/2 B 1820-54 M 1819-54 D - 

    
    
 25. ST ANDREWS 

 
  

25/1 B 1657-1819 M 1657-1819 D 1792-1819 
25/2 B 1819-54 M 1820-54 D 1820-43 

    
    
 26. SANDAY (CROSS AND BURNESS) 

 
 

26/1 Cross and Burness   
 B 1758-1836 M - D - 
 B 1759 onwards North Ronaldsay  

26/2 Lady   
 B 1735-1820  M 1818-20 D - 

26/3 Cross and Burness   
 B 1820-54 M 1828-50 D - 
 Lady   
 B 1820-54 M 1820-56 D 1831-41 
    
    
 27. SANDWICK 

 
  

27/1 B 1728-1819 M 1727-1819 D - 
27/2 B 1819-54 M 1818-54 D - 

    
    
 28. SHAPINSAY 

 
  

28/1 B 1632-1819 M 1632-1819 D 1793-1819 
28/2 B 1819-55 M 1820-54 D 1820-54 
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 29. SOUTH RONALDSAY AND BURRAY 

 
29/1 B 1657-69 M 1657-69 D - 

 North Parish  
29/2 B 1749-1819 M 1784-1820 D - 

 (with marriages intermixed) 
 South Parish   
 B 1765-1820 M 1779-1821 D - 

29/3 North Parish and South Parish  
 B 1820-54 M 1820-54 D - 
 South Parish   

29/4 B 1820-54 M 1820-54 D 1832-44 
    
    
 30. STROMNESS 

 
  

30/1 B 1695-1792 M 1695-1702 D - 
30/2 B 1793-1819 M - D - 
30/3 B - M 1722-1819 D 1763-88 
30/4 B 1819-37 M 1819-37 D - 
30/5 B 1817-54 M 1837-54 D - 

    
    
 31. STRONSAY 

 
  

31/1 B 1743-1819 M 1801-19 D 1801-19 
31/2 B 1803-54 M 1820-54 D 1819-54 

   
   
 32. WALLS AND FLOTTA 

 
 

32/1 Walls   
 B 1708-1803 M 1707-95 D - 
 Flotta   
 B 1708-1803 M 1708-38 D - 

32/2 Walls   
 B 1801-22 M - D - 

32/3 Flotta   
 B 1753-1819 M 1786-1823 D - 

32/4 Walls   
 B 1820-54 M 1823-54 D 1823-54 

32/5 Flotta   
 B 1819-54 M 1821-54 D - 
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 33. WESTRAY AND PAPA-WESTRAY 

 
 

33/1 Westray   
 B 1733-1831 M - D - 
 Papa Westray   
 B 1784-1821 M - D - 
 Westray and Papa-Westray  
 B - M 1805-19 D - 

33/2 Westray and Papa-Westray  
 B 1760-1854 M 1819-54 D - 
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 CAITHNESS 
 

  

 See library reference SH015.000.10 for Register of Testaments for 
Caithness 1661-1664 
 

 34. BOWER 
 

  

34/1 B 1727-1819 M 1740-1820 D 1790-95 
34/2 B 1819-55 M 1820-54 D - 
RNE  

(includes copy minutes of proceedings re the parish school of Bower 1814-
1816, and heritors minutes 1826; 1844-1845) 
 See Library reference MT 212.001 for Caithness burial index 

  
 35. CANISBAY 

 
  

35/1 B 1652-1819 M 1652-1819 D - 
35/2 B 1819-62 M 1819-54 D - 
RNE  

See library reference SH 015.000.48 for transcript of B and M 1652-1666, 
in abbreviated form and in chronological order.  With index.  (Scottish 
Record Society, 1914).  

    
    
 36. DUNNET 

 
  

36/1 B 1751-1820 M 1797-1820 D 1751-56 
36/2 B 1820-54 M 1820-54  

 See Library reference MT 212.001 for Caithness burial index 
    
 37. HALKIRK 

 
  

37/1 B 1770-1819  M 1772-1819 D - 
37/2 B 1820-54 M 1819-54 D - 

    
    
 38. LATHERON* 

 
  

38/1 B 1740-1819 M 1755-1819 D - 
38/2 B 1820-54 M - D - 
38/3 B - M 1820-54 D - 

    
 * See Appendix 1 under reference CH2/530  
    
    
 39. OLRIG 

 
  

39/1 B 1699-1819 M 1699-1820 D - 
39/2 B 1818-54 M 1820-54 D - 
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 40. REAY* 

 
  

40/1 B 1732-1819 M 1745-1819 D 1783-91 
40/2 B 1819-55 M 1819-54 D - 

    
 * See Appendix 1 under reference CH2/698 

See library reference MT 212.001 for burials index 
    
    
 41. THURSO 

 
  

41/1 B 1647-1718 M - D - 
41/2 B 1721-82 M - D - 
41/3 B 1782-1820 M - D - 
41/4 B  - M 1671-1819 D 1671 & 1830 
41/5 B 1820-54 M 1820-54 D - 
RNE    

    
    
 42. WATTEN 

 
  

42/1 B 1714-56 M 1714-56 D - 
42/2 B 1756-1819 M 1756-1819 D - 
42/3 B 1820-54 M 1820-54 D - 

    
    
 43. WICK 

 
  

43/1 B 1701-56 M 1703-56 D - 
43/2 B 1753-81 M 1760-80 D - 
43/3 B 1781-1819 M 1781-1819 D - 
43/4 B 1819-54* M - D - 
43/5 B  - M 1819-54 D - 
43/6 * Index to 43/4   
RNE    
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 SUTHERLAND   
    
 44. ASSYNT 

 
  

44/1 B 1798-1820* M 1798-1820 D - 
44/2 B 1820-54* M 1820-1855 D - 

 Stoer   
 B 1842-44 M 1830-44 D - 
    
    
 45. CLYNE 

 
  

45/1 B 1782-1819* M 1817-1844 D - 
45/2 B 1820-54* M 1819-1855 D - 

  
  
 46. CREICH 

 
  

46/1 B 1785-1820* M 1809-1820 D - 
46/2 B 1785-1854* M 1820-1855 D - 

    
    
 47. DORNOCH 

 
  

47/1 B 1730-1819* M 1734-1819 D - 
47/2 B 1820-54* M 1820-49 D 1821-54 

    
    
 48. DURNESS# 

 
  

48/1 B 1764-1819* M 1765-1820 D - 
48/2 B 1820-46* M 1820-54 D - 
48/3 B 1845-55 (1f)φ M - D - 

    
 # See library reference SH 015.000.38 for transcript of B and M for 

1764-1814 in abbreviated form and in chronological order.  No index.  
 
φ From the original in the kirk session record reference CH2/876/1 

    
    
 49. EDDRACHILLIS 

 
  

49/1 B 1808-19* M 1808-19 D - 
49/2 B 1820-54* M 1819-54 D - 

  
 * For indexes to Sutherland County B see OPR 56A/1-3 

 (Dornoch is not included) 
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 50. FARR 

 
  

50/1 B 1790-1819* M 1801-19 D - 
50/2 B 1817-54* M 1819-54 D - 

    
    
 502. STRATHY 

 
  

502/1 B 1833-54*  M 1833-54 D - 
    
    
 51. GOLSPIE 

 
  

51/1 B 1740-1817* (copy) M - D - 
51/2 B 1739-1821*  M 1744-1817 D - 
51/3 B 1817-55* M 1825-53 D - 

    
    
 52. KILDONAN 

 
  

52/1 B 1791-1837 M 1790-1824 D 1831 
52/2 B 1820-54* M 1820-54 D - 

    
    
 53. LAIRG 

 
  

53/1 B 1768-1819* M 1784-1828 D 1804-44 
53/2 B 1819-54* M 1820-54 D - 

    
    
 54. LOTH 

 
  

54/1 B 1795-1819 M 1809-19 D - 
54/2 B 1820-54 M 1818-54 D - 

54/3# B - M - D 1830-49 
RNE    

 # Includes deaths and funerals, 1920-22; baptisms, 1855-1949 and 
marriages, 1907-1926 

    
    
 55. ROGART 

 
  

55/1 B 1768-1819* M 1769-73 D - 
55/2 B 1819-54* M 1838-54 D - 

  
 * For indexes to Sutherland County Baptisms see 56A/1-3 
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 56. TONGUE 

 
  

56/1 B 1780-1826* M 1792-1808 D - 
56/2 B 1819-54* M 1820-54 D - 

   
56A/1 
56A/2 
56A/3 

Index to B 1730-1854 (Surname A-M) 
Index to B 1730-1854 (Surnames Mac) 
Index to B 1730-1854 (Surnames N-Z) 
 

 
 

 * For indexes to Sutherland County Baptisms see 56A/1-3 
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

 


