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Population And Migration Statistics (PAMS) Committee 
(Scotland) 

 

Vital Events Statistics - update 

Deaths involving COVID-19 

1. We continue to publish the weekly analysis of COVID deaths which includes 
breakdowns by sex, age, health board, local authority and location of death as well as 
an analysis of excess deaths by location and broad cause of death.  

2. More comprehensive and detailed analysis of COVID (and other cause) mortality is 
published  a monthly basis – generally within 2 weeks of the end of the month it relates 
to.  This report includes age-standardised death rates, breakdown by deprivation, 
urban/rural, occupations, intermediate zones, an analysis of leading causes of death 
and a breakdown by main pre-existing condition of those who died with COVID-19. 

3. We are due to publish an updated analysis of COVID deaths by Ethnic group, using 
linked census data, in mid November 2021.   

Cause of death statistics 

1. The Vital Events Reference Tables for 2020 (minus the chapter of causes of death) 
were published on 29 June 2021.  The cause of death chapter, plus web sections on 
deaths from specific causes were published on 17 August 2021. On the same date, 
probable suicide deaths and alcohol deaths were published as separate publications 
this year (rather than web sections).  Drug-related deaths were published on 30 July 
2021. 

2. The increased volume of deaths since the pandemic began continues to present 
challenges to the team in terms of processing and analysing the deaths data for 
publication.  We are aiming to publish the full range of cause of death statistics for 2021 
in summer 2022, in line with our usual publication timescales, but will be in a better 
position to say whether these timescales will be met in the Spring. 

Deaths of people experiencing homelessness 

1. The report covering deaths registered in 2020 will be published on 30 November 2021.  
We have made limited methodological improvements this year due to priorities being 
focussed on COVID analysis.  We are hoping to focus more on the methodology next 
year and look at what needs to be done to move these from experimental statistics to 
national statistics. 

Avoidable Mortality 

1. We had planned to publish this in August 2021 alongside our cause of death statistics 
but were awaiting a decision from OECD on the inclusion of COVID in the definition of 
avoidable mortality.  This decision has now been made and we are discussing 
publication dates with ONS.  It is likely to be in early Spring 2022. 
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Life Expectancy and Healthy Life Expectancy 

1. The 2018-2020 statistics on life expectancy  were published on 23 September 2021, 
and included analysis of the impact of COVID on life expectancy. Healthy life 
expectancy for 2018-2020 is planned for publication on 3 February 2022. 

Baby Names 

1. We have decided to stick with last year’s approach and publish a single baby names 
publication in March 2022 covering births registered in 2021.  We are also hoping to 
include additional analysis of birth records going back to 1855 in this publication, if it is 
possible to carry out the analysis in time. 
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