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Population And Migration Statistics (PAMS) Committee 
(Scotland) 

 

Household estimates and projections branch update 

1. Staff changes 

Amelia Brereton has moved to a new post in the Scottish Government. Graham Galloway and 
Stefania Sechi have joined the team, to work on the household estimates and projections. 

As described in the PAMS paper on NRS changes in structure, NRS is reviewing the way that it is 
structured. After 13 years of working on household estimates and projections, Esther Roughsedge 
will no longer work on this subject after Christmas, and Sandy Taylor will take over. Esther will 
stay in NRS, and will work on statistical promotion and analysis, which will incorporate the current 
work on infographics and data visualisations. Esther would like to thank PAMS members for all 
their help and support over the years, and she is really happy to still be working with you all in her 
new role! 

2. Household estimates  

We published the 2016 estimates of households and dwellings on June 14th. Unlike last year, we 
were able to publish data on type of property and number of rooms this year. We were also able to 
include analysis using the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation. We produced a new infographic 
to illustrate the key findings of the household estimates publication. We also produced a new 
interactive data visualisation, which allows you to view several key charts for the council area and 
years you are interested in. 

We have now added our small area household and dwelling estimates data to statistics.gov.scot.  

3. Household projections  

The 2016-based household projections are due to be published next summer. No major changes 
to the methodology are currently planned, though we always welcome suggestions on what we do. 

Currently the NRS population and household projections are produced for council areas, National 
Parks and Strategic Development Plan (SDP) areas. As mentioned in the Population and 
Migration Statistics PAMS paper, the Scottish Government is carrying out a Planning Review. This 
may affect the geographies that we produce projections for, but it is likely that any changes to 
geographies won’t be known in time for them to be incorporated into the next set of sub-national 
population projections, which feed into the household projections. For the upcoming projections, 
there are a couple of options: 
 

 Produce projections for council areas and National Parks initially, and then produce 
projections for the new geographies, once the boundaries have been agreed. 

 Alternatively, produce projections for council areas, National Parks and SDP areas, as at 
least some of the new geographies may well be the same as, or similar to, existing SDP 
areas. We can then decide whether to produce projections for different areas, once the 
geographies are decided on. 
 

https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/housholds/household-estimates
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files/statistics/nrs-visual/he-16/house-est-16-info.pdf
https://scotland.shinyapps.io/household-estimates/
http://statistics.gov.scot/
https://beta.gov.scot/publications/planning-review-analysis-position-statement-responses/pages/2/
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 We would welcome PAMS members’ views on the geographies to use for next year’s sub-
national population and household projections. 

4. Data visualisations / infographics  

Since the last PAMS meeting, we have produce infographics on: 

 Scotland’s Population (The Registrar Generals’ Annual Review of Demographic Trends) 

 National population projections  

 Small area population estimates 

 Household estimates 

 Life expectancy 

We have changed the format of our infographics, which makes them easier to print, and we are 
incorporating them into the front of our publications as well as publishing them separately. 

We have also published the following interactive data visualisations: 

 Population estimates 

 Population projections 

 Household estimates  

Our interactive visualisations normally contain several charts, and allow you to select information 
for the council area and years of interest. 

We are reviewing the format of our council area factsheets, as described in a separate PAMS 
paper. 

We would really welcome any feedback about our infographics and visualisations. Do you 
use them? Do you find some formats more useful than others? We’d welcome feedback 
(positive or negative!), either at the PAMS meeting of via email to 
victoria.avila@nrscotland.gov.uk  

 
Esther Roughsedge 
NRS: Household estimates and projections branch 
November 2017 

https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files/statistics/nrs-visual/sape/2016-sape-info.pdf
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files/statistics/nrs-visual/prog-pop-16/pop-proj-2016-scot-nat-pop-pro-info.pdf
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files/statistics/nrs-visual/sape/2016-sape-info.pdf
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files/statistics/nrs-visual/he-16/house-est-16-info.svg
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files/statistics/nrs-visual/life-tab-14-16/2014-2016-nat-life-tabs-info.pdf
https://scotland.shinyapps.io/population-estimates/
https://scotland.shinyapps.io/population-projection-variants-scotland-uk/
https://scotland.shinyapps.io/household-estimates/
mailto:Victoria.avila@nrscotland.gov.uk

