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Sub-Council Area Population Projections – POPGROUP proposal 

Introduction 

1. This paper provides an update on ongoing work to support users with Sub-council 
area population projections (SCAP) and POPGROUP. The Population and Migration 
Statistics (PAMS) Committee is asked to note the paper and offer any comments.  

Support for Sub-Council Area Population Projections 

2. There is significant demand from local government users for small area population 
projections, to inform planning and service delivery at local level. Whilst investment 
has been made over recent years to support the production of small area population 
projections, there is still significant unmet demand and difficulties in producing 
projections at local area level. NRS produced and published 2012-based sub-council 
area projections as a one-off research project in 2016. NRS does not have the 
resource to produce regular small area projections and relied extensively on external 
support for the 2012-based publication. Feedback has also demonstrated that local 
government users are best placed to agree assumptions to feed into the projections 
and that local knowledge is very important in the production process.   

3. Following the success and positive feedback from the POPGROUP training event last 
in Autumn 2017, NRS are keen to continue to support users to produce their own 
small area population projections. This year we applied to the Statistics Development 
Fund on a project to improve the availability of small area population projections but 
we weren’t successful in our bid. However we have secured a small amount of funds 
from our own budget.  

4. We are currently exploring options around what we could deliver to support users of 
differing experience. We are keen to deliver something that users could tailor to their 
own needs. We are considering a range of resources (subject to resource) such as: 

 Written user guides 

 Case studies of uses of SCAP from within Scotland 

 High-level information about these projections and their benefits aimed at 
managers 

 Tutorials published online 

 Interactive online webinars 

 Training course 
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 Wiki page containing all support material 

 Bespoke guidance from experts based on user’s need 

5. As part of this, we are investigating opportunities to collaborate with other 
organisations to deliver sustainable support for users. 

6. We would welcome your feedback on whether there are any other funding 
streams we should explore or partners we could approach with a view to 
collaborating on a project. 

Survey 

7. We will issue a short survey to users in the coming weeks to seek feedback from 
users and potential users of Sub-Council area projections. We would like to find out 
whether there is a demand for ongoing support and the types of support that would be 
of most value for those who are: 

 Producing projections for the first time 

 Developing their projections 

 Interpreting projections 

8. We will circulate the survey to PAMS members and welcome your responses. In 
addition, we would be keen to hear back from you about whether you produce 
projections for sub-council areas, and whether you would be willing to share 
your findings as a case study. Written comments can be sent to 
sarah.mohammed@nrscotland.gov.uk. 
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