Mid-year population estimates, Scotland 2016

Key findings

Scotland's population
has increased in recent
years

The latest estimate of Scotland's
population (on 30 June 2016) is
5,404,700 - the highest ever and an
increase of 31,700 people (0.6%)
over the last year.

Since 1996, Scotland's population
has increased by 6%.
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In the year to 30 June 2016 there was a
net gain of 22,900 from overseas and
8,800 people from the rest of the UK.
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Scotland's population
is ageing

The increase in the population of
older age groups has been much
higher than younger age groups over
the last 20 years.

The largest increase has been in the
75 and over age group (+31%)
whereas the 0 to 15 age group has
decreased in population the most
(-10%).

Since 2000 Scotland's
population increase has
mostly been due to net
migration

In the year to 30 June 2016:

« 31,700 more people came to
Scotland than left (net migration)

o There were 800 more deaths than
births (natural change)

More migrants came to
Scotland from the rest of
the UK than from overseas

Migration to Scotland from the rest
of the UK has been higher than
migration from overseas in every
year except for the two years to
mid-2010 and mid-2011.

46,300 people came to Scotland
from the rest of the UK and 40,400
arrived from overseas in the year to
mid-2016.
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The level of population change varies across Scotland’s council areas

While the population of Scotland has increased by 0.59% over the last year, there have been variations in the level of population change

across Scotland’s council areas.

Council area

Percentage change from 2015 to 2016

East Lothian

1.01%

Stirling 0.99%
East Renfrewshire _ 0.94%
West Lothian _ 0.88%
Orkney _ 0.83%
Renfrewshire _ 0.78%

Scotland I 0-55%
Falkirk P 058%
East Dunbartonshire _ 0.54%
Perth and Kinross _ 0.50%
Scottish Borders _ 0.44%
North Lanarkshire - 0.33%

West Dunbartonshire
Highland
Argyll and Bute

South Lanarkshire

0.30%
0.28%

P 0.28%
P 0.28%

East Ayrshire - 0.11%
Aberdeenshire . 0.09%
South Ayrshire l 0.06%
Dundee City I 0.04%
Shetland | 0.00%
Clackmannanshire -0.02% I
Dumfries and Galloway -0.10% .
North Ayrshire -0.18% -
Aberdeen City -0.22% -

Angus -0.33% [
Inverclyde -0.43% _
Na h-Eileanan Siar -0.63% _

There is more information on Scotland's council areas in the interactive data visualisation accompanying the 2016 population estimates
which is available from the NRS website (https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/stats-at-a-glance/infographics-
and-visualisations#data)
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