Subject: TLC Faith and their celebrants.
FOI reference: FOI/17/01521
Date received: 30 June 2017
Date responded: 21 July 2017
Information requested:
Information about the TLC Faith and its celebrants.
NRS Response:
Most of the information requested relates to the relevant statutory provisions and
policies and practice of NRS rather than being information that we hold. We have
sought to answer these questions in full whether or not we hold relevant information
on those points.
1. “How can the TLC Faith be considered a faith when there is absolutely no
information available about them or their beliefs anywhere?”
Applications for temporary authorisation to solemnise marriage in Scotland can be
made by religious or belief bodies for one of their members or by members
themselves. Temporary authorisation can be for a specified marriage (section
12(1)(a) of the Marriage (Scotland) Act 1977(“1977 Act”)) or for a specified period
(section 12(1)(b) of the 1977 Act).
“Religious or belief body” means an organised group of people—
(a) which meets regularly for religious worship; or
(b) the principal object (or one of the principal objects) of which is to uphold or
promote philosophical beliefs and which meets regularly for that purpose (section 26
of the 1977 Act).
TLC Faith’s statement of beliefs was initially supplied to National Records of
Scotland (NRS) in an application package, and formed part of the material we
assessed as part of considering their application for authorisation. I have attached a
copy of the statement they supplied to NRS. TLC Faith state explicitly that they aim
to further understanding of their beliefs through word of mouth, rather than via social
media. In authorising religious and belief bodies to solemnise marriages in Scotland,
we assess (as above) whether they are a legitimate body upholding their
philosophical or religious beliefs, have a constitution, office bearers and so on, but
do not require any body to lay out those beliefs in any particular way, or direct how
they must be communicated to potential members of that body.
2. “The TLC celebrants have no information available online regarding this. In fact
they don't even have a website so where is this documented that this is what they
are following?”

There is no requirement for a religious or belief body to make information available
online for the purposes of its members being temporarily authorized to solemnise
marriage in Scotland.
NRS must, in registering celebrants and temporarily authorising celebrants, be
satisfied that they are (and continue to be) fit and proper persons to solemnise
marriage in Scotland. NRS will act on evidence showing that celebrants, once
authorised, have not upheld the standards the Registrar General expects of
someone authorised to solemnise marriages in Scotland. Temporary authorisation
can be removed, and is not a guarantee of ongoing authorisation.
3. “Is TLC the sponsoring religious or belief body that is affiliated with the celebrants
or are TLC sponsored by another religious/ belief body?”
Yes – celebrants for TLC Faith are affiliated with that body, and authorised on that
basis.
4. “If celebrants are temporarily authorised to conduct weddings- how long does this
temporary authorisation last for? They seem to be carrying out several weddings
each week.”
Celebrants temporarily authorised under section 12 of the Marriage (Scotland) Act
1977 are authorised either to solemnise a marriage or marriages specified in the
authorisation or marriages during such period as is specified in the
authorisation. Where celebrants have successfully carried out weddings over a
period of time under this arrangement, we may work with the body the celebrant is
affiliated with, with a view to registering the celebrant as empowered to solemnise
marriage for a period of up to 3 years under section 9 of the 1977 Act. Some bodies
– such as Humanist Society Scotland – following such a longer-term period of
authorisation – have chosen to apply to Scottish Government to become a
prescribed body, which enables them to nominate a list of celebrants to the Registrar
General to be registered to solemnise marriages during a specified period.
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