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Fertility Rates

The simplest fertility rate is the crude birth rate which is defined as the number of live births per
1,000 total population. Appendix 1 Table 1 shows that in 2007 the crude birth rate for Scotland
stood at 11.2 compared with around 20 forty years ago. Because it takes no account of the
age/gender structure of the population, the crude birth rate has only limited value (e.g. for giving
rough comparisons between areas with broadly similar age/gender structures). Appendix 1
Tables 2 and 3 present crude birth rates for administrative areas in Scotland and selected
European countries. Appendix 1 Table 2 also gives standardised birth rates for the administrative
areas of Scotland: these adjusted birth rates take account of the population structures in the
different areas.

A better approach is to consider the general fertility rate (GFR) which is based on the numbers of
women of childbearing age. Figure 1.11 shows the general fertility rate (births per 1,000 females
aged 15-44), along with the number of women aged 15-44. During the ‘baby boom’ of the 1960s,
the GFR reached 99.5 (in 1962). It then fell sharply to around 60 during the late 1970s and 1980s
before declining more slowly during the 1990s, eventually dipping below 50 at the start of the
21st century. It has risen slightly over the last few years to its 2007 value of 54.8. Interestingly,
the figure shows that the female population aged 15-44 was relatively low during the baby boom
of the 1960s. Moreover, the levelling off in the annual numbers of births during the 1980s was in
part associated with the increasing numbers of women born in the 1950s and 1960s, passing
through their childbearing years.

Figure 1.11 Estimated female population aged 15-44 and general fertility rate (GFR),
Scotland, 1951-2007
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