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In the year to 30 June 2007, around 51,500 people came to Scotland from England, Wales and
Northern Ireland and around 42,700 people left Scotland to go in the opposite direction. The net
inflow of around 8,800 is very slightly lower than the previous year’s 8,900 net inflow.

During the same period, about 37,800 people came to Scotland from overseas and around 21,000
left Scotland to go overseas, giving a record net migration gain from overseas of around 16,800.
This compares to a net inflow of 12,700 in the previous year which was itself a record. Estimating
international migration is particularly difficult as the estimate is based primarily on the International
Passenger Survey (IPS). This is a sample survey conducted at main airports and ports across the
UK, and the sample size for Scotland is very small (around 180 contacts in 2006-07). Internationally,
migrants are defined as people who change their country of usual residence for 12 months or more.
So short-term seasonal migrant workers, including many from the Eastern European states which
joined the EU in 2004, will not be counted in the migration estimates, and hence will not be
included in the mid-year population estimates. The Office for National Statistics (ONS) is currently
leading UK-wide work into ways of quantifying short-term migrants.

Origins and destinations of UK migrants

Figure 1.28 illustrates the trend in flows of people to and from the rest of the UK since 1981.
In-migration peaked in 2004 and has been falling since, whilst out-migration has been falling
since 1999.

Figure 1.28 Movements to/from the rest of the UK, 1981 to 2007

Source: National Health Service Central Register (NHSCR) patient movements.
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