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Until 2002, civil marriages could only be held in registration offices. The Marriage (Scotland) Act
2002 allowed registrars to conduct ceremonies in other approved places, from June 2002. Nearly
800 venues have now been approved, including castles, hotels, clubs and a small number of
outdoor venues in gardens or the countryside.

During 2007, 7,987 civil ceremonies (27 per cent of all marriages and 52 per cent of civil marriages)
were conducted at these ‘approved places’. This represented an increase of 9 per cent on 2006
and an increase of 131 per cent on 2003, the first full year of the new arrangements. There has
been a corresponding decrease in the number of religious marriages, from 16,890 in 2003 to
14,381 in 2007.

Almost two-thirds (63 per cent) of the religious marriages were celebrated in places of worship
while just under half (48 per cent) of civil marriages took place in registration offices. Hotels were
the venue for about 2,300 religious and 3,400 civil ceremonies, while approximately 900 religious
and 600 civil marriages took place in castles and other historic buildings and 27 religious and
19 civil marriages were held on ships and barges.
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Figure 1.34 Marriages, by type of ceremony, 1971-2007

Marriages by type of ceremony

Civil marriages accounted for just over half (52 per cent) of all marriages in 2007 compared to
just under one-third (31 per cent) in 1971 (Figure 1.34). The trend mainly reflects a decline in the
number of religious ceremonies during the 1970s, 1980s and early 1990s. The small increase in
religious marriages observed during the period 1997-2002 was largely associated with the
increase of ‘tourism’ marriages, of which a significant proportion were carried out at Gretna.

1 Includes very small numbers of ‘irregular’ marriages established by Decree of Declaration of the Court of Session.


