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POPULATION AND MIGRATION STATISTICS COMMITTEE 
(SCOTLAND) 

 
Population and Migration Statistics Update 
 
1. Introduction 

 
This paper summarises the recent work on population statistics. PAMS is asked to note 
the paper and other comments. Written comments will also be welcome. Please contact 
‘Customer Service – Statistics’ using our Contact Form. 

 
 
2. Staffing 

 
Keira Murray has passed an internal promotion board and will be staying in the team. 
Jeremy Chan joined us at the end of March and he has also passed the recent promotion 
board but will be leaving us shortly to go to Environment Statistics in the Scottish 
Government. Jeremy will be replaced by Bart Jaron who previously carried out a 12 month 
student placement in the team. Anna Watkins will be leaving us at the end of May and 
David Campbell will be starting fully in our team from the beginning of June. 

 
 
3. Publications 

 
Publications since the last PAMS meeting are:- 
 

• Quarterly migration release with Office for National Statistics (ONS) (24 February 
2010); 

• Population Estimates for Special Areas (Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation 
(SIMD), Urban Rural etc) (17 February 2011); 

• Mid-Year Population Estimates for 2010 (27 April 2011). 
 

Future publications:- 
 

• Quarterly migration release with ONS (26 May 2011); 
• Migration Tables update for mid-2010 (July 2011); 
• 3 chapters for the Annual Report (August 2011); 
• Local Area Migration 2010 – new spreadsheet to replace the 9 Local Area Migration 

reports (August 2011); 
• Quarterly migration release with ONS (August 2011); 
• Small Area Population Estimates (SAPE) and Special Area Population Estimates – 

Special Area Estimates published earlier (August 2011); 
• Projected Population of Scotland, 2010-based (26 October 2011); 
• Centenarians, 2002-2010 (September 2011); 
• Life Expectancy, 2008-2010 – new combined publication (November 2011); 
• Quarterly migration release with ONS (November 2011); 
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• Sub-National Population Projections for Administrative Areas – including all 
additional variants (February 2012); 

• Quarterly migration release with ONS (February 2012); 
• Settlement and Locality Population Estimates (March 2012); 
• Population Clock – equivalent clocks will be placed on the ONS and NISRA 

websites (Postponed: most likely after the 2011 MYE, some time in late 2012). 
 
4. Results of the consultation on our work programme going forward 

 
An analysis report of the responses to our consultation on our work programme going 
forward has been published and can be found on our website:- 
 http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/files2/stats/consultation-groups/stats-consultation-
analysis-report.pdf 

 
The draft statistics plan (covered elsewhere on the agenda gives our draft plan going 
forward) and covers the following for our team’s outputs for the next year:- 

• Stop producing Marital Status Estimates and review resources and demand in 
2013; 

• Stop developing Ethnic Population Estimates and review resources and demand in 
2013; 

• Combine Life Expectancy publications into one publication; 
• Replace the 9 Local Area Migration Reports with a Local Area Migration 

Spreadsheet; 
• Projections: 2010-based and 2011-based population projections are planned with 

the usual outputs produced. The decision on whether to move to projections every 
three years will be postponed to a later date as there is no need to make a decision 
just now. 

• We will also be doing additional work to revise our estimates after the 2011 Census 
results are available so the publication timetable for 2012/13 will be different to our 
usual schedule. 

 
5. Population Projections (2010 based) 

 
Work has started on looking at the assumptions for the 2010-based Population Projections 
for Scotland. ONS held their Experts Meeting on 17 March and we are holding our 
Scottish Experts Meeting on 15 June 2011. The results of the Projections will be published 
on 26 October 2011 (the same day as the PAMS Conference). We plan to hold the 
consultation on the migration assumptions for the sub-national projections during 
November 2011 with those results being published in February 2012. Projections for SDP 
and National Park areas will follow in June/July 2012. 

 
6. Local Area Migration  

 
In July 2009 we published nine local area migration reports. These reports were then 
updated in August 2010. The purpose of the reports is to facilitate analysis of migration 
trends at local authority level. Each local area migration reports contain the same 
background information on data sources. Disseminating this information on migration 
sources in nine separate reports which each need updated is fairly labour intensive so we 
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plan to stop producing the local area migration reports but still provide you with the same 
information in a more interactive, easily updated format. We are in the process of creating 
an Excel spreadsheet which shows migration data and information on the sources of 
migration data and indicators. It will be at local authority level, and also contain data for 
Scotland. It will allow you to easily compare different areas and different migration 
indicators. For more information please see the separate item on the agenda. 

 
7. Update on IPMS Programme 

 
Current and historic updates on the ONS Improving Population and Migration Statistics 
Programme which we are involved in are available on the ONS website through the 
following link:- 
http://www.ons.gov.uk/about-statistics/methodology-and-quality/imps/updates-
reports/index.html 

 
8. UK Statistics Authority Assessment 

 
The UK Statistics Authority published our Assessment report on 10 May 2011. The report 
is positive with several areas of good practice highlighted. Five requirements have to be 
implemented by August 2011:- 

 
Requirement 1 Improve the information available about the quality of the marital status 
estimates.  
 
Requirement 2 Document how the population estimates, life expectancy statistics and 
marital status estimates compare with the equivalent statistics for the other countries of 
the UK, and the impact for users of the statistics. 
 
Requirement 3 Put in place written confidentiality protection agreements for all 
exchanges of confidential data. 
 
Requirement 4 Ensure that all releases provide commentary that aids user interpretation.  
 
Requirement 5 Review the summary text in the population projections release to convey 
more prominently the nature of projections and their difference from forecasts, to aid user 
understanding.  
 
The report can be found on the UK Statistics Authority website at:- 
http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/assessment/assessment/assessment-
reports/assessment-report-113---statistics-on-population-and-demography-in-scotland.pdf. 

  
 

Note: Views from PAMS on any of the above points are welcome. 
 
 

NRS: Population & Migration Statistics Branch 
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