Summary

Household estimates, Scotland 2019
In Scotland the number
of households is
increasing
In 2019 there were 2.50 million
households in Scotland, an
increase of around 301,000
(14%) since 2001.
The growth in households is
due to increases in the
population and the number of
dwellings, and to a decrease in
the average number of people
per household.

The number of
households has risen
faster than the population

Number of households

2.50
million

2.19
million

2001

2019

A household is defined as one person living alone or a group of people
(not necessarily related) living at the same address

Percentage change
14%

From 2001 the number of
households increased by 14%,
and the population increased
by 8%.
This is because of changes in
the way people are living. The
average number of people per
household has fallen.

People are increasingly
living alone or in smaller
households
One person households are
now the most common types
(37%) in Scotland. In 2018 an
estimated 906,000 people were
living alone.
This is partly because Scotland's
population is ageing, as older
people are more likely to live
alone or in smaller households.
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Two or more person households could contain adults, or both adults and children
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Occupied homes
2,527,761 (96%)

Summary

Ninety-six per cent of
homes are occupied
There were 2.64 million
dwellings in Scotland in 2019.

Empty homes
84,632 (3%)

Second homes
24,478 (1%)

Empty and second homes were
not spread evenly across the
country. Remote rural areas had
the highest percentage of
dwellings that were vacant or
second homes. For instance the
proportion of dwellings that are
second homes was highest in
Argyll and Bute (6.5%).

Growth in household
numbers varies across
Scotland's council areas
The number of households in
Scotland increased by 6.1% over
the last ten years, with increases
recorded in every council area.
Between 2009 and 2019, the
areas with the greatest relative
increase were Midlothian,
Orkney Islands and East Lothian.
The smallest increases were in
Inverclyde, Dundee City and
West Dunbartonshire.
More illustrations of household
trends in Scotland’s council
areas are available in the
interactive data visualisation
accompanying this publication,
at https://scotland.shinyapps.io/
nrs-household-estimates
An interactive visualisation
showing population change over
time by council area can be
found at https://
scotland.shinyapps.io/nrspopulation-estimates/

www.nrscotland.gov.uk
Source: Household
... Verdanaestimates,
8 pt ... Scotland 2019

Summary

Household estimates, Scotland 2019

Variation in percentage change in number of households in latest year
Between 2018 and 2019, the number of households increased by more than the Scotland average (0.7%) in just
under a third of Scotland's council areas (10 of 32). These areas are mainly in the east of the country.

Percentage change in number of households, 2018 to 2019
Household decline
% increase below the Scottish average
% increase above the Scottish average
Shetland Islands

Orkney Islands

Na h-Eileanan Siar

Highland

Moray

Aberdeenshire

Aberdeen City

Angus
Perth and Kinross
Dundee City
Argyll and Bute

Fife
Stirling

1. West Dunbartonshire
2. East Dunbartonshire
3. North Lanarkshire
4. Glasgow City
5. East Renfrewshire
6. Refrewshire
7. Inverclyde
8. Clackmannanshire
9. Falkirk
10. West Lothian
11. City of Edinburgh
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Within each council area, there will be some areas which have had an increase in the number of households (eg due
to new builds) and others which have a decrease (eg due to demolitions). The small area datasets of household
estimates which accompany this publication can be used to help understand changes in the number of households
of local areas. You can find it here: https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/
households/household-estimates/small-area-statistics-on-households-and-dwellings
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