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POPULATION AND MIGRATION STATISTICS COMMITTEE 
(SCOTLAND) 

 

SCOTSTAT Board meeting update (9th Meeting) 
 
 
Introduction 

1. This note reports back to PAMS members on the business of the ninth SCOTSTAT Board meeting. 
 
2. The agenda, papers and minutes for the meeting are available on the SCOTSTAT website at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/topics/statistics/scotstat/board/meetings 
 
Meeting report 

3. The ninth meeting of the SCOTSTAT Board was held on Friday 10th February 2006 at St Andrew’s 
House.  The Board was chaired by Rob Wishart, Chief Statistician, Scottish Executive. 

 
4. The agenda for the meeting was as follows: 
 

– Developing SCOTSTAT Sub-Groups (Paper SCOTSTAT 1/06) 
– Review of Health and Care statistics 
– Progress on Atkinson Review 
– Lifelong Learning statistics (Paper SCOTSTAT 2/06) 
– Freedom of information 
– Developments in methodology and disclosure control 
– Update on SCOTSTAT website 
– Guidance on target setting 
– Update on meeting with Cosla 
– AOCB item on ONS independence 

 
5. Paper 1/06 - Development of SCOTSTAT Sub-groups  

This paper followed on from an earlier discussion paper which had been circulated by Rob Wishart in 
December 2005.  It has long been noted that some of the SCOTSTAT Groups have not been 
operating as effectively as we might have liked, that progress has been variable and that coverage is 
not as comprehensive as it should be – this does not apply to PAMS.  There has also been a view, 
which has been increasingly expressed within the Executive itself, that there needs to be a means of 
consultation with users across the whole of the Executive’s Analytical Services (see also the item on 
the meeting with Cosla para 13 below).  It was hoped that by the next meeting there would be more 
information about the broader proposals within Analytical Services for consultations.  Ian Sanderson, 
Head of Analytical Services, would be invited to the next meeting to provide more information on 
Analytical Services. 
 
It was proposed to loosen up the SCOTSTAT structure to allow more flexibility for groups to affiliate to 
SCOTSTAT.  Where committees were working effectively these should continue.  More flexible and 
informal arrangements would be allowed to develop, for example by using seminars to consult and 
inform.  It was agreed that the Executive should come up with proposals for seminars where there are 
gaps in the structure. 
 
It was further agreed that links with the Royal Statistical Society should be clarified and that the 
position of Neighbourhood Statistics Committee should be clarified.  Further local authority 
involvement in committees should be promoted. 
 

6. Review of health and care statistics 
 Mary Sweetland from ISD reported on the review which had been undertaken.  This had looked at the 

range of statistics available and they had carried out a survey of users. 
 An ISD organisation chart which had long been promised to the Board was circulated. 
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7. Progress on Atkinson Review 
 Sandy Stewart from the Executive provided an update on progress in implementing the Atkinson 

review which had looked at ways of measuring public sector output.  This was a UK wide review so 
Scotland had been included.  Government activity made up 21% of the total economy.  There was a 
possibility that sub-Scotland data might be produced. 

 
8. Paper 2/06 - Lifelong Learning statistics 

The Executive had published a report on Lifelong Learning Statistics in Nov 2005 which brought 
together statistics on lifelong learning for the first time.  A copy was issued to Board members at the 
meeting.  It contained chapters on: 

• Post-compulsory schooling 
• Further Education 
• Higher Education 
• Work related training and adult learning 
• International comparison 

The statistical chapters were complemented by articles on subjects such as graduates working in 
Scotland and the pay premium for qualifications. 
Board members were invited to contribute to the evaluation of the publication with a view to assessing 
whether the publication was useful and whether it should be repeated. 

 
9. Freedom of information (FOI) 
 The Executive would be writing to local authorities to remind them that they were not required to 

release information under FOI if the information was due for imminent publication.  This had arisen in 
relation to statistics on school exclusions where councils had received requests for that information 
shortly before publication.  It would have been beneficial if the data could have been quality assured 
across the country as would have happened before the official publication of the data. 

 The Executive would need to be clearer about publication dates so that those receiving FOI requests 
would know if data was due to be published shortly and judge if they could wait for a national release 
or wished to respond locally. 

 The Executive was still considering whether background data and analysis should be made available. 
 
10. Methodology and disclosure control 
 The Executive was undertaking a disclosure review of all its data.  Guidance would be produced fairly 

soon for external use.  They were still working on developing software which would result in more 
efficient and effective disclosure control procedures. 

 A range of material was being developed for the statisticians as part of a methodology development 
strategy.  This would include a high level description of key methods.  This would be circulated for 
comments. 

 
11. SCOTSTAT website update 
 A questionnaire had been sent round the Executive’s statisticians group about usage of the website.  

The register was being expanded and it was proposed to develop a branding for e-mails etc. used to 
alert users to new publications. 

 A new operating system was in place and they had tried to make navigation easier.  The discussion 
forum was being removed as it had not been used.  An updated topic list would be in place and people 
could register on this.  This was to be introduced by the end of February. 

 It was hoped that the SCOTSTAT Committees would make use of the notice board system. 
 The most important thing was to keep the website up to date. 
 
12. Targets guidance paper 
 A paper and guidance note on target setting were circulated to the Board.  This was a slimmed down 

version of work which had been outstanding for some time.  The guidance note had been agreed 
internally within the Executive and comments from the Board were requested. 

 The guidance sets out general principles and simple definitions of things such as outcomes, outputs 
and inputs together with some examples.  There is also a useful checklist against which to assess 
potential targets.  The involvement of staff from Analytical Services at an early stage is recommended. 



PAMS (06) 01 
 

Page 3 of 3 

 It is to be hoped that this paper will be widely circulated within central government and implemented in 
order to reduce the difficulties which have occurred in the past with targets and monitoring required by 
the Executive (and other public sector bodies).  It may also provide a useful summary for others. 

 
13. Update on meeting with Cosla 
 There was a meeting between senior staff of the Executive’s Analytical Services and representatives 

of Cosla and Solace on 18th January as part of the Executive’s efforts to develop external links with 
Analytical Services.  This had been a useful and positive meeting.  A range of actions had been 
discussed and a framework for engagement between the Executive and local authorities had been put 
forward.  It was agreed to move forward in areas like performance management. 
A note of the meeting will be circulated. 

 
14. ONS independence 
 Rob Wishart reminded the meeting of the Chancellor of the Exchequer’s announcement in November 

2005 that ONS were to become independent of government.  This would include all government 
statistics.  Details were still being worked out and UK wide consultation was likely in the following few 
weeks.  Legislation would be required.  There was likely to be an independent Board overseeing 
statistics which would have a scrutiny role.  There could be a separate Board for Scotland and 
separate proposals for Scotland. 

 
15. Date of next meeting 

It was agreed that the next meeting would take place in the early autumn.  This has now been fixed for 
September 28th 2006. 

Conclusion 
 
16. This paper summarises the issues discussed by the SCOTSTAT Board at its meeting in February 

2006.  I should be happy to provide further information if required. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Author: Jennifer Boag, Falkirk Council 
Date: 2nd March 2006, updated 11th May 2006 
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